
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Omce 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 14S0 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 4S0 
www.ll5pto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/997,218 


11/30/2001 


Felix Baum 


032660-073 


2557 



7590 05/03/2007 

Robert E. Krebs, Esq. 

BURNS, DOANE, SWECKER & MATHIS, L.L.P. 
P.O. Box 1404 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1404 



EXAMINER 



NGUYEN, THANH T 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2144 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



05/03/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/997,218 


Applicant(s) 

BAUM, FELIX 


Examiner 

Tammy T. Nguyen 


Art Unit 
2144 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with Uie correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE (31 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of tlnne may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply »/ithin the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)E Responsive to communication(s) filed on Feb 6. 2007 . 
2a)IEI This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) \3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 1-3.6-9. 1 1-19.21-28.44 and 45 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-3. 6-9. 11-19. 21-28 and 44-45 is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Detailed Office Action 



1. 



This action is responsive to the amendment filed on February 9, 2007. 



2. 



Claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, 44 and 45 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



4. Claims 1-3, 6-9, 11-19, 21-28, 44 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Michel K. Bowman-Amuah., (hereinafter Bowman-Amuah) U.S. 
Patent No. 6,697,824 in view of Thomasn et al., (hereinafter Thomas) Publication No: 
US 2005/025 1 824 further in view of Smith III., (herieafater Smith III) Publication No. 
US 2003/0014320A1. 
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5. As to claim 1, Bowman-Amuah discloses the invention substantially claimed, Bowman- 
Amuah teaches a computer-implemented method for rating media information by using a 
plurality of remotely located client units and a server connected to the client vmits via a 
network, each client unit being able to receive media information via a communication 
medium other than the network, comprising: transmitting to a client unit, via the network, 
indicator information enabling the client unit to display a rating indicator along with the 
media information to a user [see Bowman-Amuah col.21, line 65 to col.22, line 13, 
col.46, lines 10-30, col.52, lines 7-25, and col.67, lines 7-28] (the site may provide an 
interface that allows the user to rate content or product and an interface that allows the 
user to configure the site or select the content to be displayed), to allow the user to 
control the rating indicator and thereby to input rating information [see Bowman-Amuah 
and col.67, lines l9-22]{some implementations may allow users to rate site content, this 
functionality can be thought as virtual suggestion box) of an event in the media 
information and to transmit the rating information to the server via the network (FigJl, 
client 4100 transmit information to web server 4102 across a network) (see Bowman- 
Amuah, col. 74, lines 5-45, and col.81, lines 10-25); receiving the rating information 
transmitted from the client unit and storing the received rating information in a database 
(see figure 40, database customer profile ACL) {content may be web pages, graphic, 
audio, video or information and messages it may be stored in table, files, or directory); 
transmitting to the client unit, via the network, a query form for demographic data 
enabling the client unit to display the query form to a user, to allow the user to input the 
demographic data and to transmit the demographic data via the network, the demographic 
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data including information relating to a plurality of profile categories [see figure 37, 
database 3702 of Bowman- Amuah and col.49, lines 30-39] {this is the 
demographic/psychographic/sociographic or nay other information that will be need); 
receiving the demographic data transmitted from the client and storing the received 
demographic data in the database and listing the user in at least one group characterized 
by one or more of the profiled categories [see Bowman-Amuah, col.49, line 9 to col.50, 
line 50 line 47] {the user 's gender or a complex attribute such as driver type that is 
derived form a group of data); combining the stored rating information of each user listed 
[see col.48, line 45 to col.49, line 45, and col.85, lines \5-25\{user profile attributes have 
been identified, and used to gather information, managing a plurality of different 
contents); However, Bowman-Amuah does not explicitly teach group rating and display 
function of time. 

6. In the same field endeavor, Thomas discloses (e.g.. Program guild system with 

monitoring of advertisement usage and user activities). Thomas discloses group rating 
and display function of time [see Thomas, paragraph 0070] {the user may opt to have 
real-time ratings information displayed for television programs (e.g., the top five movies 
being viewed on television this evening in the nation). The user may also opt to have real- 
time ratings information displayed for set-top applications such as video games (e.g., the 
top five video games being played in the metropolitan area at this instant). These are only 
illustrative examples of the types of ratings information that may be displayed. Any other 
suitable ratings information may be displayed if desired). 
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7. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Thomas's teachings of a Program 
guild system with monitoring of advertisement usage and user activities with the 
teachings of Bowman- Amuah to have a rating of the group and display function of time 
for the purpose providing an interactive television program guide and for monitoring user 
activities [see Thomas paragraph 0002]. 

8. Also, Bowman- Amuah and Thompson do not explicitly disclose displaying the average 
rating. 

9. In the same field endeavor, Smith III discloses (e.g., method and apparatus for facilitating 
use of hypertext links on the world wide web). Smith III discloses displaying the average 
rating [see Smith III col.2, lines 38-58 and col.30, lines 28-37] (the average rating is 
displayed). 

10. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Smith Ill's teachings of a method 
and apparatus for facilitating use of hypertext links on the world wide web with the 
teachings of Bowman- Amuah to have determining an average rating because it would 
have provided specific fiinctions that allow the vast quantity of world wide web user to 
jointly develop a ranking of the information sources [see Smith III col.2, lines 45-50]. 

1 1. As to claim 2, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein one of the 
profile categories is gender [see col.49, lines 30-39, and col.43, line 40 to col.44, line 20] 
(such as gender, height or age). 
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12. As to claim 3, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein one of the 
profile categories is political party affiliation [see col. 44, lines 20-35, col.48, lines 45-65, 
and col. 54, lines 62-67] {the general population will be a company's most profitable). 

13. As to claim 6, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the steps of 
listing, combining and displaying are performed by an analysis unit [see col.46, lines 15- 
30]. 

14. As to claim 7, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, further comprising the 
step of displaying the media information along vAxh the average rating on a visual display 
device [see col.46, lines 1-30, and col.85, lines 15-25]. 

15. As to claim 8, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the steps of 
listing, combining and displaying are performed by the server {Fig.41, client 4100 
transmit information to web server 4102 across a network) [see col. 74, lines 5-45, and 
col.81, lines 10-25]; 

16. As to claim 9, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the source of 
the media information transmitted through the communication medium is selected is 
selected from the group consisting of a television station, a cable operator, a video player, 
a DVD player, a single-cast source, a multi-cast source and a broadcast cource [see 
col.21, line 65 to col.22, line 13]. 

17. As to claim 11, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the media 
information is obtained from a storage medium [see col.31, lines 49-67]. 

18. As to claim 12, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the network 
is the Internet ]Fig.41, internet of Bowman- Amuah]. 
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19. As to claim 13, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the client unit 
is a obtain web page information through the Internet {Fig. 4 J client 4100 obtain web 
page from Internet). 

20. As to claim 14, Bowman-Amuah does not explicitly disclose the invention as claimed, 
wherein the combining step includes weighting the stored rating information and thereby 
weighting the average rating. In the same field endeavor, Smith III discloses (e.g., 
method and apparatus for facilitating use of hypertext links on the world wide web). 
Smith III discloses weighting the stored rating information and thereby weighting the 
average rating [see Smith III, col. 17, lines 29-40, and col.28, lines 15-20] {may be given 
higher weighting in the ratings). 

21 . Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Smith Ill's teachings of a method 
and apparatus for facilitating use of hypertext links on the world wide web with the 
teachings of Bowman-Amuah to have weighting the stored rating information and 
thereby weighting the average rating because it would have provided specific functions 
that allow the vast quantity of world wide web user to jointly develop a ranking of the 
information sources [see Smith III col. 2, lines 45-50]. 

22. As to claim 15, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the weights 
are used to make the more accurately represent the rating of a target population (see 
col.54, line 62 to col.55, line 4). However, Bowman-Amuah and Thompson do not 
explicitly disclose displaying the average rating. 
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23. In the same field endeavor, Smith III discloses (e.g., method and apparatus for facilitating 
use of hypertext links on the world wide web). Smith III discloses the average rating [see 
Smith III col.2, lines 38-58 and col.30, lines 28-37] (the average rating is displayed). 

24. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made .to have incorporated Smith Ill's teachings of a method 
and apparatus for facilitating use of hypertext links on the world wide web with the 
teachings of Bowman- Amuah to have determining and displaying an average rating 
because it would have provided specific functions that allow the vast quantity of world 
wide web user to jointly develop a ranking of the information sources [see Smith III 
col.2, lines 45-50]. 

25. As to claim 16, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the target 
population is the general public [see col. 55, lines 15-32]. 

26. As to claim 17, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein an 
administrative application program cormected to the server controls a data transmission 
rate at which the rating information is transmitted from the client unit to the server [see 
col.69, lines 60-67]. 

27. As to claim 1 8, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the 
administrative application controls the data transmission rate to by throttling the number 
of connections that reach the server per time period [see col.37, lines 15-36]. 

28. As to claim 19, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein an 
administrative application program associated with the server controls the start time and 
end time of ratings collection [see col. 59, lines 20-40]. 
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29. As to claim 21, Bowman- Amuah discloses the invention substantially as claimed, 
Bowman-Amuah teaches including an apparatus for rating media information 
comprising: a plurality of client units, each including a video monitor for presenting, to a 
user, a rating indicator, media information and a query from for demographic data that 
includes information relating to a plurality of profile categories, each said client unit 
being operative to receive, via a network, indicator information to display the rating 
indicator [see Bowman-Amuah col.21, line 65 to col.22, line 13, col.46, lines 10-30, 
col. 52, lines 7-25, and col. 67, lines 7-28] (the site may provide an interface that allows 
the user to rate content or product and an interface that allows the user to configure the 
site or select the content to be displayed), to receive, via a communication medium other 
than the network, the media information, and to receive, via the network, the query form, 
each said client unit being further adapted to allow the user to input rating information 
[see Bowman-Amuah and col. 67, lines 1 9-22]{some implementations may allow users to 
rate site content, this functionality can be thought as virtual suggestion box) and the 
demographic data, and to transmit the rating information and demographic data via the 
network to a server {Fig.41, client 4100 transmit information to web server 4102 across a 
network) [see col.74, lines 5-45, and col.81, lines 10-25], the rating indicator indicating 
the user's rating of an event in the media information [see col.21, line 65 to col.22, line 
13, col.46, lines 10-30, col. 52, lines 7-25, and col.67, lines 7-28]; a server connected to 
the client units via the network and operative to send the indicator information and the 
query form to the client units, to receive, via the network, the rating information and the 
demographic data transmitted from the client units, and to store the rating information 



Application/Control Number: 09/997,218 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2144 

and the demographic data in a database(see figure 37, database 3702); and an analysis 
unit associated with the server and having access to the demographic data and the rating 
information stored in the database (see figure 40, database customer profile ACL) 
(content may be web pages, graphic, audio, video or information and messages it may be 
stored in table, files, or directory); the analysis unit being adapted to list the user in at 
least one group characterized by one or more of the profile categories [see figure 37, 
database 3702 of Bowman- Amuah and col.49, lines 30-39] {this is the 
demographic/psychographic/sociographic or nay other information that will be need); 
and the rating information of each user listed [see col.48, line 45 to col.49, line 45, and 
col.85, lines \ 5-2S'\{user profile attributes have been identified, and used to gather 
information, managing a plurality of different contents). However, Bowman-Amuah does 
not explicitly teach group rating and display function of time. 
30. In the same field endeavor, Thomas discloses (e.g.. Program guild system with 

monitoring of advertisement usage and user activities). Thomas discloses group rating 
and display function of time [see Thomas, paragraph 0070] {the user may opt to have 
real-time ratings information displayed for television programs (e.g., the top five movies 
being viewed on television this evening in the nation). The user may also opt to have real- 
time ratings information displayed for set-top applications such as video games (e.g., the 
top five video games being played in the metropolitan area at this instant). These are only 
illustrative examples of the types of ratings information that may be displayed. Any other 
suitable ratings information may be displayed if desired). 
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31. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Thomas's teachings of a Program 
guild system with monitoring of advertisement usage and user activities with the 
teachings of Bowman- Amuah to have a rating of the group and display function of time 
for the purpose providing an interactive television program guide and for monitoring user 
activities [see Thomas paragraph 0002]. 

32. Also, Bowman- Amuah and Thompson do not explicitly disclose displaying the average 
rating. 

33. In the same field endeavor. Smith III discloses (e.g., method and apparatus for facilitating 
use of hypertext links on the world wide web). Smith III discloses displaying the average 
rating [see Smith III col.2, lines 38-58 and col.30, lines 28-37] {the average rating is 
displayed). 

34. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Smith Ill's teachings of a method 
and apparatus for facilitating use of hypertext links on the world wide web with the 
teachings of Bowman- Amuah to have determining an average rating because it would 
have provided specific functions that allow the vast quantity of world wide web user to 
jointly develop a ranking of the information sources [see Smith III col.2, lines 45-50]. 

35. As to claim 22, Bowman- Amuah does not explicitly disclose the invention as claimed, 
wherein the combining step includes weighting the stored rating information and thereby 
weighting the average rating. In the same field endeavor. Smith III discloses (e.g., 
method and apparatus for facilitating use of hypertext links on the world wide web). 
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Smith III discloses weighting the stored rating information and thereby weighting the 
average rating [see Smith III, col. 17, lines 29-40, and col. 28, lines 15-20] (may be given 
higher weighting in the ratings). 

36. As to claim 23, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the network 
is the Internet (Fig.41, internet). 

37. As to claim 24, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the server 
provides web page information to the client units via the network (Fig.41, client 4100 
transmit information to web server 4102 across a network). 

38. As to claim 25, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the web page 
information includes an application program that is executable at the client units [see 
col. 5, lines 1-45]. 

39. As to claim 26, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the 
application program controls the storing and caching of the rating data, as well as the 
transmitting of the rating information in the client xmits, as well as the transmitting of the 
rating information to the server via the network (Fig.41, client 4100 transmit information 
to web server 4102 across a network) [see col. 74, lines 5-45, and col. 81, lines 10-25[. 

40. As to claim 27, Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the source of 
the media information transmitted through the communication medium is selected from 
the group consisting of a television station, a cable operator, a video player, a DVD 
player, a single-cast, a multi-cast source and a broadcast source [see col.21, line 65 to 
col.22, line 13]. 
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41 . As to claim 28, Bowman- Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, wherein the analysis 
unit is adapted to produce a display the media information [see col.21, line 21 to col. 22, 
line 14, and col. 85, lines 19-35]. Bowman-Amuah and Thompson do not explicitly 
disclose displaying the average rating. 

42. In the same field endeavor, Smith III discloses (e.g., method and apparatus for facilitating 
use of hypertext links on the world wide web). Smith III discloses displaying the average 
rating [see Smith III col.2, lines 38-58 and col.30, lines 28-37] (the average rating is 
displayed). 

43. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking art at 
the time the invention was made to have incorporated Smith Ill's teachings of a method 
and apparatus for facilitating use of hypertext links on the world wide web with the 
teachings of Bowman-Amuah to have determining an average rating because it would 
have provided specific functions that allow the vast quantity of world wide web user to 
jointly develop a ranking of the information sources [see Smith III col.2, lines 45-50]. 

44. As to claims 44, and 45 Bowman-Amuah teaches the invention as claimed, further 
including: transmitting a time indication, via the network, to the client unit enabling the 
client unit to measure a time interval between the time indication and the time when the 
user inputs the rating information and to transmit information of the time interval along 
with the rating information via the network, wherein the time interval information is used 
to identify the event [see col.57, line 64 to col.58, line 15]. 
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Conclusion 

45. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the date of this 
final action. 

46. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammy T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-3929. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 -5:30. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's supervisor, William Vaughn can be 
reached on 571-272-3922. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000 




April 25, 2007 




